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Reflections on the passing of angler and publisher Ron Lindner
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Legendary angler, educator,
writer, publisher and entrepre-
neur Ron Lindner died Novem-
ber 30. He was 86 years old.
Born in Chicago in 1934, Ron
and his brother Al built a fishing
empire by educating others
about our sport. He was a pio-
neer and leaves a void with his
passing.
I did not know Ron Lindner
well, but I can tell you that he
was an imposing figure in our in-
dustry. Larger than life, he
seemed to burst at the seams
with energy and ideas. On those
occasions I spoke with Ron he
was always excited about some-
thing — a new program, a new
story, a new something that was
going to be better and bigger and
more effective than anything that
had come before.
I admired his enthusiasm and
tenacity, his unyielding dedica-

The late Ron Lindner was a legendary, educator, writer,
publisher and  entrepreneur in the fishing industry.
(Photo/courtesy: Fishing Tackle Retailer).

tion to the sport. Most of our
conversations were more or less
one-way. He talked, he ex-
pounded, he explained. I tried to
keep up. Sometimes you just
have to let that kind of passion

carry you away.
I have admired the Lindners
since the 1970s when I began to
get serious about my fishing as a
teen. What they were doing with
In-Fisherman really fascinated

me. Thinking about it now, it was
the Lindners and Ray Scott who
set me on the path that became
my career.
It was — obviously — a different
time. Things were changing fast
in the fishing world. In fact, I
think changes were coming faster
then that at any other time in our
sport’s history. The “me and Joe”
stories that dominated the Big
Three for time immemorial were
being replaced by practical how-
to and scientific content in In-
Fisherman and Fishing Facts and
by species-specific publications
like Bassmaster Magazine. The
fishing world would never be the
same, and Ron Lindner was one
of the people leading the way.
I still have almost every issue of
In-Fisherman (I’m missing some
of the early “Study Reports”) and
look back at them often. They
brought science and education to
the fore like nothing else. Al was
the editor and Ron was the pub-
lisher, but both were splashed all
over the magazines and then the
television shows. Both were
bright, exuberant and full of

helpful advice. I just had to cut
through those Chicago accents so
that I could “maximize my po-
tential to put fish in the boat.”
I bought all their books, too —
well, all the bass books anyway.
I was a Southern kid, and though
I may have dreamed of catching
a musky, it didn’t seem likely in
the canals of Miami or farm
ponds of South Carolina.

Largemouth Bass Secrets, Large-
mouth Bass in the 1990s, The In-
Fisherman Secret System and
more have places of honor on my
bookshelf. They’re still among
the best titles ever published on
the sport. They took fishing to a
new level and showed us that
there were skills to learn, habits

With piers closed, angler takes to Alabama's beautiful beaches
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With a nickname like Pier
Pounder, David Thornton of Mo-
bile has seen his favorite pastime
disappear with 2020’s double
whammy of hurricanes. Hurri-
cane Sally took the Gulf State
Park Pier out of commission, and
Hurricane Zeta destroyed Cedar
Point Pier in Mobile County.
“I guess you can call me the Pier-
less Pounder because the only
pier open in the Mobile area is
the Fairhope Pier, and it’s closed
at night because they don’t have
any lights,” Thornton said.
However, Thornton has a major
backup plan, thanks to Ala-
bama’s beautiful beaches and
surf teeming with a variety of
fish species.
Thornton said he’s been hooked
on fishing in the surf since he
was 12, and a trip to Gulf State
Park Pier with his buddy, Tom
Allenbach, sealed his loved for
pier fishing.
“Tom was fishing a live alewife
under a float,” Thornton said of
the trip to Gulf State Park Pier.
“He told me to hold his rod while
he caught more bait. I asked him
how I would know when I got a
bite. He said, ‘You’ll know.’
About that time, I felt a tug and
thought I was hung on somebody
else’s line. Then the fish took off,
stripping drag. It was about a 10
½-pound king, and that was
when I really got hooked on pier
fishing.”
But for now, fishing from shore
is where Thornton will be until a
portion of Gulf State Park Pier is
reopened sometime late this win-
ter.
Before Thornton decides where
to pursue fish in the surf, he gath-
ers information about weather,
water, wind and tide conditions.
“Know what the weather is going
to be like with the marine fore-
cast,” he said. “It’s not that I look
for any certain conditions; it’s
just that I want to know what to

expect and adjust. I look at the
tide tables. Then I’ll decide
where I’m going and what I’m
going to fish for based on the
conditions.
“Ideal conditions would be 10-
15 mph winds either onshore or
sideshore with waves 1 to 3 feet.
For shore fishing, it’s really bet-
ter with a little chop on the water.
I think it stimulates the fish to
bite more readily. Also, you have
current flow. If there is a current
working over the sandbar, you
want to pay special attention to
the tide, especially if it’s close to
a pass. If it’s too rough or too
calm or with very little tidal
movement, the fish don’t coop-
erate as well. If I’m going to fish
a neap tide, I’m going to fish
close to the pass.”
When Alabama’s tides come off
a neap cycle, the tide swings will
sometimes reach more than 2
feet from low tide to high tide.
That’s when Thornton likes to be
fishing the open beaches.
“That tide movement stimulates
the bite,” he said. “When I go,
I’m looking for a longshore
sandbar. The longshore sandbar
is usually 100 to 150 yards off
the beach. But there are places
where the longshore sandbar
swings in closer to the shore.
The best places are where the
sandbar is within casting range.
That creates a pinch point where
the fish are going to be moving
from one trough to the next.
When the bar is closer, you can
use lighter tackle and target a va-

riety of fish.
“I’d much rather catch a big fish
on light tackle and take a long
time than catch a small fish on
heavy tackle.”
Thornton casts to the inside edge
of the sandbar to start the day
and adjusts his casts according to
the bite.
“The fish tend to feed along the
edges,” he said. “They use the
sandbars for protection from
predatory fish. The area from the
shore out to the first bar is where
most of the fish live. That old
adage is that 90 percent of the
fish live in 10 percent of the
water. It’s the same in the surf.”
Speaking of light tackle, Thorn-
ton truly goes as light as possi-
ble. Where some folks show up
on the beaches with long rods
with 20- to 30-pound line,
Thornton fishes with line in a
range from 4-pound-test to 15-
pound-test. He uses his 10- to -
12-foot rods with the 15-pound
line for the long casts. He takes
his 7-foot rods and light line for
fishing closer to the shore. How-
ever, anything can bite any of his
rigs.
“I’ve hooked 20-pound black
drum within 10 feet of the shore,
and I’ve caught whiting and
pompano out by the sandbar,” he
said. “The mistake I see most
people make is they’ll cast out as
far as they can, pop the rod in a
rod holder, plop down in a chair
and wait for a fish to bite. If they
don’t catch anything, they say
the fish weren’t biting that day.
Odds are, they overcast the fish.
With light tackle, I feel like I
have just as much fun catching
14- to 16-inch whiting and an oc-
casional pompano as somebody

heaving this heavy tackle and
waiting hours between bites.”
Thornton uses No. 4 Kahle
hooks and a variety of sinkers
from pyramid to no-roll egg-
shaped. If he wants the bait to re-
main stationary, he sticks with
the pyramids. If he doesn’t mind
the bait moving a little, he’ll use
the flattened egg sinkers or coin
sinkers.
“If I’ve got a side wind that is
creating current, I can also use
that slow-moving bait to cover
more ground,” he said. “That
way, I’m not just throwing darts
at the fish. If your bait is moving
too fast, you may have to go to a
pyramid.”
Thornton suggests forgoing the
ready-made pompano rigs and
sticking with lighter line.
“If you’re targeting one- to two-
pound whiting and one- to three-
pound pompano, even 20-pound
line is overkill,” he said. “Light
line allows the fish to give ac-
count of themselves. They’re re-
ally feisty for their size. When
you match the tackle with the
fish, you’re going to have a lot
more fun, and I really think you
get more bites. It seems like
every time I step down in tackle
size, the number of bites I get
practically doubles. Whiting and
pompano can be particularly
line-shy at times.”
Thornton considers the Florida
pompano as his target species,
but he is happy as can be with
what he calls the “byproduct” of
pompano fishing, which is whit-
ing, a silvery species with a
black patch at the top of its tail.
Known as Gulf kingfish else-
where, whiting don’t get much
larger than two pounds but are
delicious table fare. Thornton
said Southern kingfish, known
locally as ground mullet, are
common in the surf at Dauphin
Island.
“Whiting, by far, is the most
prevalent fish in the surf,” he
said. “But you never really know

what you’re going to catch.”
As far as bait, Thornton uses
fresh dead shrimp with the heads
and tails pinched off when he has
run out of ghost shrimp, a crus-
tacean that lives in the surf that
is caught using a suction pump
commonly called a slurp gun to
extract the creatures from the
sand. On our outing last week,
the fish definitely showed a pref-
erence for ghost shrimp. Thorn-
ton also uses a product called
Fish Bites, a product with differ-
ent scents infused into the mate-
rial.
Thornton said shore anglers will
be able to catch whiting and a
few pompano throughout the
winter. When the water gets a lit-
tle colder, sheepshead will show
up around all the jetties. The
pompano limit in Alabama is
three fish with a minimum total
length of 12 inches. The limits
on sheepshead are 10 per person
with a 12-inch fork length mini-
mum. Whiting have no size or
creel limit.
The best time all year to fish the
surf is in the spring, according to
Thornton, who keeps readers ap-
prised of coastal fishing condi-
tions with columns in Great
Days Outdoors and the Mullet
Wrapper.
“Late March through April and
possibly early May is the time to
fish the beach, especially for
pompano,” he said. “With the
lockdown this past spring, we
didn’t get to fish for pompano
until May. The Gulf State Park
Pier was still open during that
time, and the pompano catches
were astounding.”
Thornton is definitely going to
celebrate when the Gulf State
Park Pier reopens a portion of
the pier about 40 feet past the
middle section with the rest-
rooms.
“I’ll be ecstatic,” he said. “The
cruelest irony of all was the pier
had scheduled a grand reopening
the day that Sally smashed it. I

As I reflect about Ron Lind-
ner, I realize there’s almost
nothing he didn’t do in the
sportfishing industry. He was
a guide, a publisher, a de-
signer of gear, a television
and video personality, a
writer, a business person, a
speaker and spokesperson
and much, much more.

to study, patterns to follow. It was
not all about luck or the Farmer’s
Almanac.
As I reflect about Ron Lindner, I
realize there’s almost nothing he
didn’t do in the sportfishing in-
dustry. He was a guide, a pub-
lisher, a designer of gear, a
television and video personality,
a writer, a business person, a
speaker and spokesperson and
much, much more.
But I will always think of him as
an educator and as an ambassa-
dor for our sport and our
lifestyle. He inspired me and still
does. I am very fortunate to have
known him, if only a little.
As I get older and lose more and
more friends in the fishing world,
I try to focus on what they left
behind rather than dwell on their
passing. To do otherwise is just
too sad. Too negative.
Ron Lindner’s passing certainly
leaves a void, but it should also
leave us inspired to try to do as
much for fishing as this giant.
See a video of Ron's life here:
https://youtu.be/5b-3RfaQ24I

was supposed to give a little talk
that day, and I was going to rem-
inisce about walking out on the
new pier after many people had
been waiting five years for the
pier to be rebuilt after Ivan. It
took my breath away. I remem-
ber on the old pier, we would
often say, ‘If it was just 100
yards longer.’ Then they built it
200 yards longer. The fishing
was just outstanding.
“When I walked out on the pier
before Sally I couldn’t help but
think about all those people who
helped me become a better fish-
ermen, people like Harley
Rogers and so many others. For
most of the people who are reg-
ulars on the pier, they have the
attitude of ‘pay it forward.’
When you see somebody strug-
gling, you try to help them with
their tackle or bait. Then you see
their whole attitude change. You
don’t see that everywhere.
That’s one of the things that
makes Gulf State Park Pier spe-
cial.”

‘David ‘Pier Pounder’ Thornton of Mobile appreciates a
beautiful beach after Hurricane Zeta. (Photo/Courtesy: The
Fishing Wire.com)


